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Dec. 2014 / Jan. 2015

Aeolian Pipe Organ 
Adds to Holiday Cheer
With initial repairs completed earlier this year, the 
1929 Aeolian Pipe Organ in Matthiessen Memorial 
Auditorium has come back to life. This holiday season 
it brought a bit of added holiday cheer to our band 
and choral concerts.

Restoring Our Organ
Although the organ is now adding to the wonderful 
musical experiences in the auditorium, it is still far 

from fully restored. A series of phased restoration projects will allow our school and community to once 
again experience the majesty of this amazing instrument as it was originally created. These projects include 
upgrading the blower room, restoring the console, making repairs to and cleaning the pipes in the organ 
loft, restoring the organ’s harp, installing digital 
player equipment to the console, and improving the 
acoustics and sound dampening in the auditorium. 
The School District currently estimates the cost of 
fully restoring the organ to be roughly $400,000.

How You Can Help
Considering the current state of school finances, it 
would take an incredibly long time for the School 
District to allocate the funding necessary to perform 
all of the work required to restore our organ. But with 
strong community support, we could see the organ 
restored to its proper condition within a few years.

Donations can be made...
using the online donation link below or by contacting Matt Baker, 
LPHS Director of Communication & Fundraising, at (815) 220-2703, 

mbaker@lphs.net, or 541 Chartres Street, LaSalle, IL 61301.

To honor those who support the restoration project, LaSalle-Peru Township High School 
has established the following recognition societies:

Donate online at...
www.razoo.com/story/Lphsorgandonor

Matthiessen Family SocietyMatthiessen Family Society
Donations greater than $10,000

Blow Family SocietyBlow Family Society
Donations of $5,000-$9,999

Thomas J. McCormack SocietyThomas J. McCormack Society
Donations of $1,000-$4,999

Patron of the LP OrganPatron of the LP Organ
Donations of $500-$999

Friend of the LP OrganFriend of the LP Organ
Donations of $250-$499

Sponsor an Auditorium SeatSponsor an Auditorium Seat
Donations of $100

Sponsor an Organ PipeSponsor an Organ Pipe
Donations of $50

Help LP Plan for 
Future Educational Technology

LPHS is currently developing plans to increase student access to educational technology. 
Considering the need for our students to be proficient with technology and 21st Century 
career/educational skills (creativity, collaboration, critical thinking, communication), we want 
to make sure our Cavalier students have exceptional opportunities for hands-on learning.

Your information is greatly appreciated as we continue to work to make LPHS the best 
academic environment for our students and community.

By completing the 
appropriate Technology 

Enhancement Survey 
in the Technology section 

of the LP website 
(http://lphs.schoolwires.
net/Page/537), you will 

help us move toward 
that goal.

Thank you for your 
participation!
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From the Superintendent’s Office

Community Engagement Facility Planning 
~ Looking to the Future ~

December 2014 - January 2015

Monday, December 29 - Tuesday, December 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Freshmen Basketball Holiday Tournament (Sellett Gym)
Tuesday, January 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Classes Resume
Wednesday, January 14  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pm . . . . . . Parent Power Session (Matthiessen Auditorium)
Monday, January 19 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No School

Find more details on upcoming events on the online calendar at www.lphs.net. 
Up-to-date sports schedules can also be found at http://il.8to18/com/lasalleperu.

Back in August, the Board of Education approved moving forward with 
conducting a full-scale master building plan for the LPHS campus. One 
of the final products of this project is a long-term building plan which 
will be presented to the Board of Education in March 2015. We are 
working to develop a 10 to 20 year construction/renovation plan for 
our main campus buildings. It is hard to believe, but it has been over 
50 years since the last major construction or renovation project at 
the LP main campus. While the exterior of the building looks fabulous 
and our most visible areas are in very good shape, our building needs 
significant upgrades in the academic, fine arts, and certain specific 
athletic/physical education areas. In addition to these areas, we have 
also placed air conditioning and heating upgrades to our long-term 
building plan priorities. The one key requirement of this project is 
that the Board of Education has determined that certain areas of the 
main building MUST be maintained in any renovation work…specific 
examples being the protection of Matthiessen Memorial Auditorium, 
the Clock Tower, and our beautiful stained glass windows. More to 
the point, the Board is dedicated to maintaining the original 1927 
construction. If you’re not familiar with LP campus history, the original 
1927 construction is the easternmost wing of the main building, 
featuring the Clock Tower, Auditorium, and currently English, Math, 
and Administrative classrooms and offices.

One of our core values is that “We believe LPHS is the core of the 
community.” For me, this means that we are the community’s school 
and that the community needs to be involved in developing the building 
plan. To this end, 45 people are currently involved in helping develop 
this plan. These folks represent current LPHS students, staff members, 
parents, elementary school representatives, community members, and 
community leaders. I am very excited about this team and the work 
they are doing. Thus far, they have had two planning meetings…with 
two remaining in January. Later in the spring, we will be scheduling a 
series of public tours, giving the community the opportunity to witness 
first-hand the areas of the building requiring work.

In February, our community planning team will present their building 
recommendations to the Board of Education’s Finance and Building 
and Grounds Committees. These committees will review the 
recommendations and are ultimately responsible for presenting to 
the full Board of Education at the March 18, 2015 regular scheduled 
meeting. Lastly, LPHS will be submitting a construction grant 
application after the March Board meeting to the Illinois State Board 
of Education. We are hopeful that the state will approve our application 
and put us in line to receive construction grant dollars. This is the 
grant program that Peru Elementary received and is using to expand 
Northview Elementary on Shooting Park Road.

This is an exciting time not only for our current LPHS students, but 
especially for students still in junior high and elementary school. As a 
district we are committed to making continuous improvements to the 
high school so that the students in our community will be educated 
for many years to come in a quality facility which blends our history 
with a 21st century focus.

If you have any questions, feedback, or suggestions, please contact 
me at (815) 223-2373 or swrobleski@lphs.net.

Sincerely,

Steven R. Wrobleski,
Superintendent

Learn...Grow...Lead...
Excellence is our Standard!

Congratulations!
Three of LP’s musically-gifted students were selected for their 
all-state caliber talents by the Illinois Music Education Association. 
Emily Maze was selected as a member of the orchestra (French 
horn). Terence “T.R.” Miller (Bass 2) and Josh Rinehart (Tenor 
1) were selected as members of the honors chorus. They will go to 
Peoria in late January with the other top musicians in the state to 
perform at the annual ILMEA Conference. 

Additionally, the LPHS Symphonic Band was one of only six high 
school bands from across the state chosen to perform at the 
conference. This is the first time in recent memory that the LPHS 
Symphonic Band has earned such a high status performance. Mr. 
Greg Bimm (LP Class of 1970), director of bands at Marian Catholic 
High School, will be guest conducting one of our pieces.

Josh RinehartEmily Maze Terence “T.R.” Miller Yearbooks
Yearbooks are full color and a great memento for 
your high school years. They are $75.

If interested please contact Samantha Glassman 
through yearbook@lphs.net. Past editions of the 
yearbook are also available to purchase.

December Students 
of the Month

The LaSalle-Peru Township 
High School December Students 

of the Month were recognized during 
a breakfast ceremony on 

Wednesday, December 17.

Students recognized this month were 
Haley Zamin, Hannah Sheth, 

Ramon Perez, Chabela Fuentes, 
Alexis Repsel, Olivia Bown, 

Mya Hewitt, Damian Gonzalez, 
MaKayla Alderson, Rikki 

Espinoza, Trevor Samolinski, 
Lauren Tomasson, John 

Fanning, and Alexa Dawson.

Students are nominated for this honor 
by LPHS teachers, coaches and staff. 
The ceremony was sponsored by the 

Renaissance Program and 
Lori Janko-Wilke of State Farm 

Insurance. Music was performed by 
student pianist Rachel Black.

Congratulations December Students of the MonthCongratulations December Students of the Month

LPHS Foundation News
You’re invited to the annual

LPHS Foundation For Educational Enrichment

Trivia Night
Saturday, March 14

The event, which raises money 
to support academics and 
extracurricular activities at 

LPHS, will be from
7-10 pm in the LaSalle, 

Knights of Columbus Hall.

The cost per person is $10
with up to 10 people per team.

Sign up now by
calling Bobbi at

(815) 223-2373

ATTENTION 
Parents of 
Seniors!

Upcoming 
Parent 

Power Session
The LPHS Counseling Office will present a Parent Power 
Session for Senior Parents from 6-7 pm on Wednesday, 
January 14 in Matthiessen Memorial Auditorium.

Senior Parent Night will feature representatives from Illinois 
Valley Community College’s Financial Aid Office and the 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission presenting information 
regarding financial aid options for college. Scholarship 
information also will be highlighted.


